


Dear prospective guard member, 

Welcome to the 2022 Raiders Colorguard audition process. It has 
been a few years since we all have been able to enjoy full on drum corps in 
a competition setting, on the field. We are confident that the 2022 season 
will afford each of us opportunities to continue to build on our desire to get 
back to normal, whatever that normal may be.  We look forward to building 
a foundation of successes both personally and as an organization. The 
staff will be working hard to ensure this will be a great and unforgettable 
experience. 

SUCCESS IS ACHIEVED WHEN CHALLENGES ARE MET WITH A 
CONCENTRATED EFFORT.  ALL THAT IS WORTHWHILE NEVER 
COMES EASILY…SO, BE SURE OF YOURSELF, AND EMBRACE THE 
OPPORTUNITY AS WORTHY OF YOUR TIME AND EFFORT. 

____________________________________________________________ 

In-Person Experience Days/ Auditions 
A specific routine does not need to be prepared for your audition. Your 
skills will be evaluated while learning the technique program throughout the 
Raiders Experience Days. You’re training and educational experience will 
involve learning technique in both Movement/Dance and Equipment.  This 
will be supplemented to include choreography, as well. This will allow you 
to demonstrate how well you apply those skills and perform.  

*If you only spin flag, you will NOT be asked to spin a weapon, unless
you have a desire to do so. Performers who spin flag only are just as
IMPORTANT as those that spin weapons here at the Raiders
Colorguard.

Please remember to bring the following to your Experience/Audition Days: 

1. Spinning Gloves.



2. Rifle and/or Sabre if you own one. Please make sure the ends of 
weapons are taped well, as we will be inside, in a gym. 

 3. Lots as water, as we will have many hydration breaks.  

 4. A great attitude, and willingness to learn and try new things. 

It is a good idea to take dance classes over the winter if you are not 
involved in winterguard. This will help you develop a stronger technique 
and be prepared for more advanced training at Raiders. This NOT 
mandatory, and is merely a suggestion. 

Any questions regarding in-person experience days/ auditions, please feel 
free to reach out to Tommy Van Der Grift at 
thomasvandergrift@yahoo.com, or 484-557-3671. 

 

Video Auditions 
For those who are unable to attend the Experience/ Audition Days, but are 
interested in auditioning and being a part of the Raiders Colorguard, we 
have an option for you, as well.  You may opt to create a video audition. 
Your audition video should include the following: 

1. An introduction of yourself that includes your past and 
current experience. 

2. Why you are interested in auditioning for the Raiders 
Colorguard. 

3. Examples of your movement and dance ability in technique 
and choreography. 

4. Your flag technique and choreography, along with 2 different 
tosses. 

5. If auditioning for weapons, please include technique on 
spins, starts & stops, and tosses.  Tosses should focus on 
technique and not necessarily on how high you can toss. 
You should still fulfil the flag requirements, as well.  
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Your video has no time limit, but must meet the minimal requirements 
forementioned above. Your videos should have a minimum of 30 seconds 
for EACH choreographed segment (dance/movement, flag, and each piece 
of weapon). It should be performed with your highest ability. 

Any questions regarding video auditions, please feel free to reach out to 
Tommy Van Der Grift at thomasvandergrift@yahoo.com or 484-557-3671. 

____________________________________________________________ 

Commitment is what transforms a promise into reality. It is the words 
that speak boldly of your intentions. And the actions which speak 
louder than the words. It is making the time when there is none. 
Coming through time after time after time, year after year after year. 
Commitment is the stuff character is made of; the power to change 
the face of things. It is the daily triumph of integrity over skepticism. 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Here at the Raiders Colorguard, you will learn, and we will focus on 
technique. Choreography will be challenging, but achievable. All of the staff 
love to have fun while teaching. It is our hope and desire that you will have 
a lot of fun, as well as, have a great educational experience! 

Interested in auditioning, and have any questions, please reach out to 
Tommy Van Der Grift at thomasvandergrift@yahoo.com or 484-557-3671. 

 

Thank you! 

~tommy 

Tommy Van Der Grift 

Colorguard Caption Head & Designer 

Raiders Drum & Bugle Corps 

mailto:thomasvandergrift@yahoo.com
mailto:thomasvandergrift@yahoo.com

